
Needed Law, Not 'Sleight of Hand'

     
          Needed Law, Not 'Sleight of Hand'
  
    Letter to the Editor
    Representative Jan Schakowsky
    Washington Post
          January 6, 2008   
    
          

Having worked for many years to get child- product-safety bills passed in Congress, I strongly disagree with David S. Broder 's description of them as useful mainly for a statistical "sleight of hand" to magnify House Democrats' accomplishments ["The Speaker's Grand Illusion," op-ed, Dec. 27].

While passing this legislation may have looked easy from the outside, Mr. Broder's column ignored the months of hearings, negotiations and markups that led to successful voice votes on the floor. These accomplishments shouldn't be dismissed just because they passed by a voice vote. American families don't care how we pass bills; they just want to know that we are taking steps to protect their children from dangerous products.

These bills are an example of what can happen when Congress works together in a bipartisan fashion. And they would never have reached the House floor without the leadership of Speaker Nancy Pelosi  (D-Calif.) and Majority Leader Steny H. Hoyer (D-Md.).

I'd suggest that Mr. Broder talk to the parents of a child who has been killed by a faulty crib or a parent who has accidentally backed over his or her child. I guarantee that they would call the bills major accomplishments that should have been achieved years ago.
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